
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to The Becket School’s Good News! 
In our school’s new Catholic Life newsletter 
you will find a celebration of all the ways we 
have been putting our faith into action as a 
school community to serve God, our 
neighbours and our common home.  

In times of desolation it can be hard to feel 
that God is with us and has a plan for us. 
Alongside the challenges and loss we have 
faced over the last sixteen months, there have 
been many blessings and glimmers of hope 
along the way that have continued to give us 
strength and a sense of togetherness. As a 
Catholic community we have strived to be 
Missionary Disciples and continue to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with one another 
and in the wider community (whilst staying 
safe in our bubbles!). 

We hope you enjoy our Good News stories 
from the last academic year of 2020-2021 and 
we look forward to sharing more with you in 
2021-2022! 

Turn the page to see some of our highlights 
from the year... 

 

Keep up to date with the latest Chaplaincy 
News at The Becket School and within The Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Multi-Academy 
Trust via The Be Inspirational Website and Be 
Inspirational YouTube channel: 

 Be Inspirational Website: 
https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/  

 Be Inspirational YouTube                        
(don’t forget to click subscribe!): 
https://www.youtube.com/c/BeInspirati
onal/videos  

You can also follow us on social media! 

 Twitter: @tbschaplaincy 

 Instagram: @becketchaplaincy 

 

https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/BeInspirational/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/BeInspirational/videos


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 saw the beginning of online learning through the use of Google Classroom, Microsoft 
Teams and Zoom calls!  It also saw the beginning of online worship in the form of live streamed 
Masses and virtual Acts of Worship. Through the wonders of technology, our staff and students 
have got creative in their Acts of Worship to enable our worship to be shared collectively and 
virtually. We have seen some brilliant student leadership and creativity which has enhanced 
our shared experiences with God.  

 

“The virtual Acts of Worship have helped us to feel closer 
together as a community and closer to God. Even though 
we aren’t in the same room, it has felt special knowing 
that everyone is praying together at the same time.” – 
Daniel, Year 7 

“Some of my favourite memories from this year have been 
when we have gathered for Acts of Worship and online 
Masses. It has been a wonderful way of saying prayer 
together and I’m so glad we have the technology to 
communicate and celebrate with other schools in our 
Trust family.” – Oliwia, Year 7 

We hope that we can return to worship in-person soon, 
when it is safe to do so, and we know that it will be a truly 
special moment when we do! 

 

St Francis of Assisi Hub Mass 

The Becket School is part of the St Francis of Assisi Hub within 

the Our Lady of Lourdes CMAT. At the beginning of the 

academic year, in October, we celebrated our St Francis of 

Assisi Hub Mass on St Francis’ Feast Day. This year we were 

welcomed by Fr Michael Brown to host the Mass at Holy 

Spirit Parish in West Bridgford. We were fortunate enough to 

bring a group of our new Year 7s to represent The Becket 

School in person as we were joined virtually by our five 

feeder primaries virtually: Blessed Robert Widmerpool, 

English Martyrs’, Our Lady and St Edward’s, St Edmund 

Campion and St Patrick’s.  

 

“For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.” 

Matthew 18:20 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst we are unable to visit The Briars on retreat during this time it was brilliant to be able to 

invite the team to our community to explore our faith and relationships with one another. Even 

though it was a bit breezy outside, we still managed to have a fantastic time! 

Throughout their retreat mornings, we explored the theme of Service. Year 7 had the chance to 

think and reflect on their past few months in lockdown and begin to look at how the examples of 

service they have seen have affected them. From the session, we were reminded that we can 

serve others in really simple ways and still make a huge difference to people’s lives. 

‘When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? When 

did we ever see you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? When 

did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?’ The king will reply, ‘I tell you, whenever you 

did this for one of the least important of these followers of mine, you did it for me!’ 

Matthew 25:37-40 

 

St Francis of Assisi Hub Mass continued… 

The Mass was a truly joyful and prayerful celebration 

of our Hub community and every school contributed 

a beautiful Mass part linked to our Diocesan theme 

for the Advent Term - ‘Encounter’. It was a very 

special time for our Hub community to gather 

virtually for the first time since the pandemic started 

in March 2020 and we are looking forward to 

celebrating together as a Hub again in the new 

academic year! 

 

Y7 receive a special visit from NDCYS!  

NDCYS are The Nottingham Diocesan Catholic Youth Service, 

and in October, Y7 received a special welcome visit from The 

Briars Team in their ‘Outreach’ gazebo! NDCYS are based in 

Crich, Derbyshire and are a team of young adults who provide 

opportunities for young people to discover community, come 

to a friendship with Christ and a deeper awareness of 

themselves.  

 

Thank you to The Briars Team for a great morning and we hope it won’t 
be too long before we can visit The Briars in person again! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re interested in finding out more about 
NDCYS and all the amazing work that the youth 
service does across Nottingham Diocese, make 
sure you visit the NDCYS website: 
https://www.ndcys.com/   

And the NDCYS YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/NDCYSlive/videos  

Do you know someone who is 18 years or 
older who could be a part of The Briars Team 
2021-2022? 

...There’s still time to apply! Make sure you 
contact director@ndcys.com to enquire today! 

 

 Advent Appeal 2020 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another, as good stewards of God’s grace. 

1 Peter 4: 10 

“Fundraising is near impossible with COVID-19 

restrictions” has been spoken by the lips of many 

over the last sixteen months, and so, when we 

received boxes and boxes of donations this year 

for our Advent Appeal for the charities 

‘Emmanuel House’ and ‘Refugee Roots’ we were 

utterly overjoyed by the generosity of our school 

community! 

Thank you so much to all the students, parents, 

carers, families and staff who donated to our 

Advent Appeal this year! Winter 2020 was a 

challenging time for most of us, but our donations 

have made a huge difference to the lives of many 

vulnerable citizens in Nottingham who are 

tackling isolation and homelessness (Emmanuel 

House), as well as the many asylum seekers and 

refugees who are navigating the complexities of 

building a new life in the UK (Refugee Roots).  

 

 

https://www.ndcys.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/NDCYSlive/videos
mailto:director@ndcys.com


 

 

 

 

OLOL Advent Liturgy  

In December 2020, The Becket School had the honour of leading the welcome and introduction 

for our very first Our Lady of Lourdes CMAT Advent Liturgy! 

Our Becket students worked very hard to create a powerful and thought provoking drama 

reflection on the year that we had in 2020, when the pandemic had begun. Our students used 

door and light imagery to show that whilst our doors, sometimes our Churches and even our 

schools have been shut to help protect the vulnerable, our hearts are always open for Jesus. 

Through these difficult and unprecedented times this year, Jesus has always been with us, 

bringing light to the darkness and shining through the acts of service of our community.  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. They lived in a land of shadows, 

but now light is shining on them. 

Isaiah 9:2 

Our young people’s drama received high praise from all and the whole Liturgy was a beautiful 

celebration that truly showcased the talented, gifted and strong spirited young people that 

make up the schools in the Our Lady of Lourdes CMAT! 

Missed our Advent Liturgy first time round? You can still watch the event via this YouTube link 

https://youtu.be/q4sTz-M4K0U!  

 

 

https://youtu.be/q4sTz-M4K0U
https://youtu.be/q4sTz-M4K0U


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 19th March, The Becket School joined with schools across the Diocese of Nottingham and 

the Nottingham Catholic Youth Service for a special Mass, celebrated by Bishop Patrick on the 

Solemnity of St Joseph and the Diocesan launch of the Year of St Joseph.  

“In Bishop Patrick’s homily we were encouraged to follow in the footsteps of St Joseph, to follow 

our dreams just like St Joseph did by listening to God and responding to God’s call. The Mass 

reminded me of how important St Joseph is and how his silent actions made a big difference to 

God’s plan.” - George, Year 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Patrick wrote this prayer, asking for the intercession of St Joseph and shared it with us in 

the Mass: 

St Joseph, guardian and protector of Mary and Jesus, this past year of the COVID pandemic has been 

such a difficult time; guide and protect all the young people in the schools of our diocese, especially 

those who may be anxious about public exams; give each of them a sensitivity in their dreams as to 

what you may be asking them to do with their lives. Please also pray for and protect the families of all 

students, and all their teachers – may they continue to inspire their students to dream big, and may they 

as teachers find great fulfilment in this awesome role of support and encouragement of their students. I 

pray too for all staff, Chaplains, governors, directors and Multi-Academy Teams, support them in their 

roles. Like you, St Joseph, may we all seek to know and do each day the will of God in our lives. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Year of St Joseph – Diocesan Schools’ Mass for 

the Solemnity of St Joseph 

Pope Francis has declared that this liturgical year is 

the ‘Year of St Joseph’ within the Catholic Church. 

 In his Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde (meaning, With a 

Father’s Heart) Pope Francis said:  

‘Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes 

unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence – an 

intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble. 

Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear 

hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable 

role in the history of salvation. A word of recognition 

and of gratitude is due to them all.’ 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Fundraising - CAFOD’s Walk for Water Campaign  

Throughout Lent we participated in CAFOD’S Walk for Water campaign and our Trust virtual 

pilgrimage alongside our fellow Trust schools within the Our Lady of Lourdes CMAT. For forty 

days our schools walked and fundraised to change the fact that one in three people around 

the world don’t have access to safe, clean water. On top of walking thousands and thousands 

of kilometres as a Trust throughout Lent we also managed to raise over £12,100 for CAFOD 

through our Virtual Pilgrimage in support of CAFOD’s Walk for Water campaign.  

  

 

The Becket presents the Stations of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross are a form of prayer used traditionally in the season of Lent. As we were 

unable to complete our annual production leading up to Eastertide, our talented students decided 

to retell Jesus’ passion through a powerful re-enactment of the Stations of the Cross in a video 

which was shown during Holy Week before we broke up for our Easter Holidays.  

After being led through our Maundy Thursday live Liturgy by some of our gifted Year 7’s and after 

enjoying the powerful and thought provoking Stations of the Cross re-enactment, our community 

was ready to break up for the Easter Holidays and continue our Holy Week at home.  

If you missed it, you can view our students’ re-enactment of the Stations of the Cross 

here!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enQFz5xpgU0 

Maggie from the Nottingham CAFOD Office 

offers her greatest thanks to our students, staff 

and their families for everyone’s efforts and 

fundraising for this campaign. You can view 

Maggie’s message here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOw7NRR

gdhI&list=PLCz3m2fcU1OcArxb4xAV7r4AYLOHH

xSj3  

To find out more about our participation in 

CAFOD’s walk for water campaign and our Trust 

virtual pilgrimage click here: 

https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/olol-virtual-

pilgrimage-lets-walk-for-water-with-cafod/  

To find out more about CAFOD’s latest 

campaign ‘Reclaim our Common Home’ and 

‘Eyes of the World’ and to offer your support 

click here: 

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-

campaigns  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enQFz5xpgU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOw7NRRgdhI&list=PLCz3m2fcU1OcArxb4xAV7r4AYLOHHxSj3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOw7NRRgdhI&list=PLCz3m2fcU1OcArxb4xAV7r4AYLOHHxSj3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOw7NRRgdhI&list=PLCz3m2fcU1OcArxb4xAV7r4AYLOHHxSj3
https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/olol-virtual-pilgrimage-lets-walk-for-water-with-cafod/
https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/olol-virtual-pilgrimage-lets-walk-for-water-with-cafod/
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Hope in Bunkpurugu  

It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

Acts 20: 35 

Since 2016, The St Francis of Assisi Hub (The Becket School and its five feeder primaries), have 
been working with the parish of Our Lady of Hope in Bunkpurugu to build a much needed new 
school. Bunkpurugu is a remote and isolated community in Northern Ghana. In an area of 
political unrest and conflict it is vital to educate the future generation and provide a safe space 
for young people to grow and learn. We are fortunate enough to have amazing opportunities in 
our education and, as Christians, it is integral to our faith that we give and show compassion to 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  
 
 
Over the last few years, our Hub of schools have been 

working alongside one another to support the community 

in Bunkpurugu and fund the building of a school for the 

local area.  

We caught up with Mrs Barlow to find out more… 

What stage is the school build at now? “The school 

building itself is very nearly finished, but we still need to 

continue to fundraise to fill the school with equipment, 

furniture and resources for the children and staff to use - 

all things that we are fortunate enough to have here. We 

have just £10,000 left to fundraise!” 

What can we do to help? “All fundraising makes a 

difference towards our final total! You could run a cake 

sale or stall in your parish church or do a sponsored run.” 

From releasing a bespoke school festive single at 

Christmas, to doing an Oliver! themed dance-a-thon on 

the tennis courts, our community has gone above and 

beyond in creating creative ways to continue fundraising 

for our friends in Bunkpurugu...if you have any more 

creative ideas for fundraising in school, be sure to let Mrs 

Barlow know!  

What has been your favourite memory throughout the 

Building Hope in Bunkpurugu journey so far? “Visiting 

the school and meeting the people whose lives we are 

making a difference to. Seeing the updates of the school 

since my visit has always given me a push to do more until 

we meet our final goal!” 

  

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Masked Singer  

As we searched to find creative ways to fundraise and help our friends in Bunkpurugu, Mrs Barlow felt 

inspired by the new singing game show featured on ITV ‘The Masked Singer’. This Pentecost term, our 

staff and students were faced with the pressing question “who’s that behind the mask?!”, as some of our 

staff members took to the recording booth to perform a song of their choice, in a disguise of their 

choosing. Performances included renditions of Rihanna’s ‘Umbrella’, U2’s ‘With or without you’, Les 

Miserables’s ‘One Day More’....and some questionable disguises. 

Students and teachers donated £1 to guess which pitch perfect staff members were hidden behind their 

masks. The successful entries were entered into a prize draw for Amazon and Waterstones vouchers and 

finally, we are thrilled to announce the winners of the prize draw and the entries that guessed all the 

masked staff members correctly… 

The staff winner goes to Miss Jenkinson!  

The student winner goes to Lydia in Year 12!  

And the winner of the most entertaining performance of the masked singer: Miss Daniels! 

Not only did this fundraising event share lots of joy, laughter and anticipation throughout our school 

community, our students and staff raised nearly £200 for our Hub Charity Building Hope in Bunkpurugu! 

We look forward to seeing more of these creative and exciting fundraising events next academic 

year!...Did someone say ‘The Masked Dancer’? 

 

To find out more about our Building Hope in 

Bunkpurugu journey visit our page on the  

Be Inspirational Website: 

https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/buildinghope/ 

If you are able to support our Hub charity ‘Building 

Hope in Bunkpurugu’, we would greatly appreciate 

any donations. You can write a cheque made 

payable to “The Becket School” with reference 

“Ghana”. 

Thank you so much to everyone for their fundraising 

efforts so far, we hope you will continue to support 

us in completing the school in Bunkpurugu! 

 

https://www.beinspirational.co.uk/buildinghope/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NDCYS visit Y11 for their final morning together!  

At the end of May, our Year 11s were joined by 

The Briars Team as they gathered together for 

the final time as a whole year group. We had 

a fun-filled and spiritual morning together, 

reflecting on their journeys throughout Becket. 

The morning included: creating a gratitude 

wall; hot seating; shirt signing; writing letters 

to the upcoming Year 7s; and reading their not 

at all cute and embarrassing letters that they 

once wrote to their future selves in Year 7! The 

morning concluded with a Liturgy, the much 

anticipated leaver’s video and a final socially 

distanced sing-song of ‘Trading my sorrows- 

Yes Lord, Yes Lord!’ on the plaza! 

 
 

The Solemnity of St Peter and St Paul! 

On Tuesday 29th June, The Becket School hosted 

the Our Lady of Lourdes Trust virtual Mass 

celebration for the Solemnity of St Peter and St 

Paul. Our Mass was celebrated by Fr Michael 

Brown in our very own beautiful chapel with 

Mass parts prepared by students from: St 

Patrick’s in Wilford, Christ the King, All Saints’, 

The Becket, Blessed Robert Widmerpool and St 

Augustine’s. Our grateful thanks to everyone 

who tuned in to celebrate with us and to all the 

students and staff who contributed to the 

beautiful celebration! If you missed the 

celebration you can watch the Mass here on the 

Be Inspirational YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIyJ4OEDH

do&t=1s  

 

Congratulations to both our Year 11 and Year 
13s for all their hard work and perseverance 
through a very challenging couple of years. The 
whole school wishes you well in your next 
chapters and we look forward to seeing many 
of you back soon! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIyJ4OEDHdo&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIyJ4OEDHdo&t=1s


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Solemnity of St Peter and St Paul continued… 

As a Trust we also felt it was important to celebrate the example given to us by St Peter and St Paul. All 

Schools followed the example of St Paul by taking part in a letter writing exchange activity to share the 

Good News of what we have enjoyed and achieved this academic year. To mark the influence of St Peter, 

the first Pope, all schools also included a special prayer for our Popes (Pope Francis and Pope Benedict), 

which we prayed on this special day of prayer for the Pope. Our Prayer for Pope Francis: 

God our Father, 

We ask that you bless, protect and give strength to Pope Francis as he serves you and our Church every 

single day. 

Thank you for giving us Pope Francis as the leader of our Church who has given our Church so much 

love, joy and wisdom through his service and has shown us the importance of caring for our common 

home here on earth and protecting those who are most vulnerable. 

May we aspire to be like Pope Francis and have great faith like he has, through both the joyful and 

challenging times as we live in this modern world. 

May we have the strength to have faith in what is right and not just what is easy by being a voice for 

the voiceless and being the face of Christ for others. 

God bless Pope Francis and his ministry. 

Amen. 

No matter what age you are, there is a special feeling when you receive a letter of Good News and we 

gratefully received our letter from All Saints School in Mansfield. We hope this letter writing activity 

inspires us all to continue to send letters of Good News and share the love of Christ with those in need, 

just like St Paul did! 

For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you, that is, that we 

may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

Romans 1: 11-12 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Frankfurt to The Becket school! 

A big thank you to Fr Robbie O'Callaghan 

who kindly donated and delivered this 

beautiful wooden crucifix to our school this 

July! Thankfully we had some of our strong 

Year 8 students to help us receive the 

magnificent work of art. 

Fr Robbie received the crucifix from 

Germany where it once hung in a convent in 

Frankfurt. The crucifix is made from hand 

carved wood and we can’t wait to put it up 

in the school soon and admire the beautiful 

reminder of Jesus’ love and sacrifice. Thank 

you also to Fr Simon Gillespie, a former 

Becket student, who helped us to source the 

crucifix! 

 

Have a safe and super summer! 

We are looking forward to celebrating together as a school virtually one last time this academic year for our 

Final Liturgy on the last day of term and to find out the winner of this year’s House tournament. After 

Tuesday 27th July, you will be able to view this year’s end of year video and see which house wins the trophy 

on the Be Inspirational YouTube channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/BeInspirational/videos 

In the meantime, if you haven’t seen this year’s music video (which was released in September), or maybe 

you just want a reminder of how far we have come this year, you can enjoy our music video 2020-2021 

‘Together’ here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wK3q53OAuk 

We look forward to sharing more of our Good News stories next year and hopefully welcoming you back into 

our schools, especially for our voluntary Friday Lunchtime Masses (dates will be sent out in September)! 

We hope you have a brilliant and well deserved summer break. Well done for working hard, spreading hope 

and keeping faith. 

God bless and stay safe! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BeInspirational/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wK3q53OAuk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


